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Florence Sawyer School
Incoming Grade 6 Summer Reading List
2010
Many of this year’s titles have been selected from The Horn Book Magazine.  Since 1924, The Horn Book has been an important source for reviews and summaries of children’s and young adult literature.  This list has been broken down into fiction and non-fiction titles and brief summaries have been provided for each title.  As always, I strongly urge parents to take an active role to help their kids make good reading choices based on each student’s reading level, interest, and level of maturity.  In an effort to give as much variety as possible, I have also included a list of past sixth grade summer reading “favorites”.  Please read at least three titles, either from the list below, or of your own choosing and complete a story map for each.

Horn Book Titles: Fiction

We the Children [Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School] by Andrew Clements  (Atheneum) 

146 pp. The always popular Andrew Clements begins a new mystery series set on the New England coast. It starts with a bang, as the injured school custodian presses a mysterious coin on Ben, making him swear to keep it secret, and dies. Words on the coin lead Ben to take a second look at the imminent plan to tear down his old school to build an amusement park, and he begins working with a fellow student, Jill, to try to figure out the coin, and who the sneaky new custodian is. Ben and Jill find a clue that instructs them to follow five steps in order. 
War Games: A Novel Based on a True Story by Audrey and Akila Couloumbis (Random House) 2010
 233 pp. A Nazi colonel moves into the house of Petros, twelve, and Zola, fifteen. Zola, defiant, coordinates distribution of secret messages; Petros, under cover of feigned play, assists the resistance fighter hiding in the family's well. Akila Couloumbis's memories come alive with details of Greek village life, an authentic stage for vivid characters who must navigate conflicting loyalties to establish viable wartime roles.
Hannah's Winter by Kierin Meehan (Kane/Miller) 2010
 212 pp. While her mom crisscrosses Japan, twelve-year-old Hannah stays with the Maekawa family. The daughter, Miki, is thrilled when Hannah discovers a ghost--a boy who needs their help. Meehan shrouds her story in a quietly creepy atmosphere that is lightened with humor (e.g., the ghost hurls doughnuts at Hannah). Happy reunions provide a satisfying conclusion to this agreeably exotic ghost story.
T-Minus: The Race to the Moon by Jim Ottaviani (Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing) 2010
124 pp. Illustrated by Zander Cannon. This graphic novel highlights the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo space programs while contrasting them with the parallel Russian achievements, creating a palpable sense of suspense about the moon race. The black-and-white cartoons and panel layouts provide cohesion among the multiple settings, numerous characters, and technical information. An author's note explains how the story deviates from historical record.
Heart of a Shepherd by Rosanne Parry (Random House Children's Books) 2010                                     165 pp. With his brothers away at school or in the service and his father in Iraq, sixth grader Ignatius (nicknamed Brother) must help his grandparents run the family ranch. The story chronicles Brother's year of hard work, danger, worry, and pondering of his own future. Brother's honest voice conveys an emotional terrain as thoughtfully developed as Parry's evocation of the Western landscape.
A Season of Gifts by Richard Peck (Dial) 2010
164 pp. In this companion to A Year Down Yonder and A Long Way from Chicago, twelve-year-old Bob Barnhart's family moves next door to Grandma Dowdel (Mrs. Dowdel to them). Her tricks and pranks, coupled with thorough knowledge of the town's citizens, provide as much amusement as ever. Irascible, independent, and unorthodox, Grandma Dowdel has entered that rare pantheon of unforgettably great characters.
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead (Random/Lamb) 2010
200 pp. Sixth grader Miranda's life is an ordinary round of family and school. But when she starts receiving anonymous notes that seem to foretell the future, it's clear that all is not as it seems. The story's revelations are startling and satisfying but quietly made. Their reverberations give plenty of impetus for readers to go back and catch what was missed.
The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd (Random/Fickling) 2008
323 pp. When twelve-year-old narrator Ted's cousin disappears, he and his sister join forces to solve the conundrum. Ted has Asperger's syndrome, and his hard-wired honesty and never-ending struggle to make sense of the world make him an especially sympathetic character. The mystery itself includes well-embedded clues readers can follow; Ted's literal, logical brain lets him step back to see the solution.
Ways to Live Forever by Sally Nicholls (Scholastic/Levine) 2008
212 pp. Sam, eleven, is dying of leukemia. This journal record of his final four months describes eight goals, which include being a teenager (smoking, having a girlfriend) and seeing the earth from space. Nicholls creates a character and a world that are authentic, buoyant, honest, and stripped of sentimentality. The energy and joy of this novel is a remarkable feat.
Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis (Scholastic) 2007.
344 pp. Eleven-year-old Elijah is the first child to be born free in Buxton, a refuge for freed slaves established in 1849 in Canada. When a con man takes off with the funds Elijah's friend saved to buy his family out of slavery, the two pursue the thief across the border to Michigan. The book is an arresting, surprising novel of reluctant heroism.
The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt (Clarion) 2007
264 pp. Every Wednesday, Holling (who believes teachers are "born behind their desks") stays with Mrs. Baker who, as he sees it, uses the time for special torture. Ultimately, Mrs. Baker steps forward as a multilayered individual who helps Holling follow his own path. Set against the backdrop of the Vietnam War, Schmidt's novel rises above its conventions through memorable, believable characters.
The Invention of Hugo Cabret  by Brian Selznick (Scholastic) 2007
531 pp. Over a sequence of twenty-one double-page wordless, illustrated spreads, a story begins. The tale that follows is a lively one, involving the dogged Hugo, his ally Isabelle, an automaton that can draw pictures, and a stage magician turned filmmaker. The interplay between the illustrations and text is complete genius, and themes of secrets, dreams, and invention play lightly but resonantly throughout.
Horn Book Titles: Non Fiction

Our White House: Looking In, Looking Out (Candlewick) 2008
242 pp. From Natalie Babbitt and Jon Scieszka to R. Gregory Christie and Steven Kellogg, 108 writers and artists take readers on a virtual tour of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. The voices and images, roughly chronological, recognize those living inside and others observing from the outside. Unique bits and pieces create a browser's dream as readers explore the nooks and crannies of American history. 
Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: The Extraordinary True Story of Shackleton and the Endurance (Crown) 1999.
134 pp. Ernest Shackleton's 1914-1916 Antarctic expedition was, in Armstrong's words, "one of the most incredible feats of survival ever recorded." Her captivating, complete account, which identifies and tracks practically every crew member and liberally employs quotes from crew diaries, will find an audience with the detail-oriented, want-to-know-it-all kind of reader. A stunning array of photographs lend startling immediacy to the story.
Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Journey to Change the World...One Child at a Time by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin (Dial) 2010
218 pp. Adapted by Sarah Thomson. This young reader's edition of the best-selling adult book begins with Mortenson, an American, lost in the mountains of Pakistan. After being rescued by villagers, Mortenson vows to return and help build schools. His remarkable story, told through sometimes overly simple and repetitive language, is enlivened by color photos and an interview with Mortenson's twelve-year-old daughter.
We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball by Kadir Nelson (Hyperion) 2008
88 pp. Imagine listening to Willie Mays and Ernie Banks swapping tales. That easygoing, conversational storytelling is what Nelson achieves in this pitch-perfect history of Negro League baseball. His extensive research yields loads of attention-grabbing details. The grand slam, though, is the art: Nelson's oil paintings have a steely dignity, and his from-the-ground perspectives make the players look larger than life.
Additional Favorites that you might enjoy (suggestions from past sixth graders):

Maniac Magee or Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

Heat, The Big Field, Summer Ball, Miracle on 49th Street, or Travel Team by Mike Lupica

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson and The American Plague by Jim Murphy (companion novels)

The Year of the Rat or The Year of the Dog by Grace Lin

Eragon or Eldest by Christopher Paolini

Savvy by Ingrid Law




Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

The Golden Compass, The Subtle Knife, or The Amber Spyglass by Philip Pullman
The Penderwicks or The Penderwicks on Gardham Street by Jeanne Birdsall

Please DO NOT READ the following:

The Giver by Lois Lowry

 Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

 Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O’Brien

Redwall by Brian Jacques 

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine

Holes by Louis Sachar

 Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor 

The Watson’s Go to Birmingham--1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

Still don’t see anything you like? Try these Websites:

Teen Reads
http://www.teenreads.com
Kids Reads
http://www.kidsreads.com
Teen Ink
http://www.teenink.com/Books/
Genrefluent
http://www.genrefluent.com
Summer Reading

Incoming Grade 7 Summer Reading List
Young Adult Fiction*
Please read at least three titles, either from the list below, or of your own choosing and complete a story map for each.
3 Willows: The Sisterhood Grows by Ann Brashares (Delacorte)
Ama, Polly, and Jo, who sealed their friendship in third grade by planting trees, begin to reconnect during a challenging summer after drifting apart during middle school. 319 pages.

The Girl Who Threw Butterflies by Mick Cochrane (Knopf)
Six months after her father’s death in a car accident, Molly decides to try out for the boys’ baseball team, a decision she knows her father, who taught her to throw a knuckleball, would have approved of. 177 pages.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman, illustrated by Dave McKean (HarperCollins)
After his family is killed by a sinister man named Jack, young Bod is raised in a graveyard, with ghosts as his surrogate parents, and taught otherworldly secrets. 309 pages.

Rapunzel’s Revenge by Shannon Hale and Dean Hale, illustrated by Nathan Hale (Bloomsbury)
In this graphic novel, Rapunzel escapes from her fabled tower by becoming a gutsy, hair-whip-toting cowgirl, then joins with goose-stealing rapscallion Jack to end her stepmother’s reign of terror. 144 pages.

Phenomena: Secrets of the Senses by Donna M. Jackson (Little)
In this engaging work of nonfiction, Jackson moves beyond the basics of sensory perception to explore its alluring edges — the place where our fascination with the unseen and the unexplained meets the limits of scientific explanation. 175 pages.

One Small Step by P. B. Kerr (McElderry)
NASA asks thirteen-year-old Scott, son of an Air Force flight instructor, to man a pre–Apollo 11, top-secret spaceflight to the moon with a crew of chimponauts. 309 pages.

The Big Game of Everything by Chris Lynch (HarperTeen)
Jock has a sweet summer ahead working at his grandfather’s golf course — as long as he can deal with his surly younger brother Egon, his “irregular” parents, and his grandfather’s growing senility. 275 pages.

Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass (Little)
In this moving story, three middle-schoolers’ lives intersect at a campground during an eclipse. 326 pages.

Hannah’s Winter by Kierin Meehan (Kane/Miller)
Staying with the Maekawa family after she’s dragged to Japan by her mother, twelve-year-old Hannah discovers a ghost — a young boy who needs her help. 212 pages.

Nation by Terry Pratchett (HarperCollins)
In an alternative nineteenth century, a tsunami shipwrecks Ermintrude on a tropical island, where she meets Mau, the only survivor of the island’s nation, and the two forge a poignant friendship. 370 pages. 

Into the Volcano written and illustrated by Don Wood (Blue Sky/Scholastic)
In this graphic novel, two brothers embark on a seemingly harmless camping/hiking trip on a remote island that quickly turns into a dangerous game of treachery, kidnapping, double-crosses, and spectacular natural perils. 175 pages.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*This year I am using the middle school summer reading list created by The Horn Book Magazine.  Since 1924, The Horn Book has been an important source for reviews and summaries of children’s and young adult literature.  

Teen book review web sites are another good source.  I have listed some of the better ones here:

FlamingNet


            
    Teen Reads

http://flamingnet.com/index.cfm
 
      http://www.teenreads.com/

Genrefluent





    Teen Ink

http://www.genrefluent.com/ 


     http://www.teenink.com/Books/

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)

http://www.voya.com/WhatsInVoya/reviews.shtml
Summer Reading

Incoming Grade 8 Summer Reading List
*Many of this year’s titles have been selected from book lists created by The Horn Book Magazine.  Since 1924, The Horn Book has been an important source for reviews and summaries of children’s and young adult literature.  This list has been broken down into fiction and nonfiction titles and brief summaries for each book have been provided.   I strongly urge parents to take an active role and help their kids make good reading choices based on each student’s reading level, interest, and level of maturity.  Please read at least three titles, either from the list below, or of your own choosing and complete a story map for each.

Fiction

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams (Del Ray)

Seconds before Earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is

saved by Ford Prefect. Together, they journey through the galaxy. (You may instead read

The Restaurant at the End of the Universe.)  208 pages.

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie (Little Brown Books)

Junior, a budding cartoonist, lives on the Spokane Indian Reservation.  Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot.  288 pages.

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (Puffin)

Melinda Sordino busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops. Now her old friends won't talk to her and people she doesn't even know hate her from a distance. The safest place to be is alone, inside her own head. But even that's not safe. Because there there's something she's trying not to think about, something about the night of the party that, if she let it in, would blow her carefully constructed disguise to smithereens. And then she would have to speak the truth.  224 pages.

Wintergirls by Laurie Halse Anderson (Viking)

Lia and Cassie are best friends—wintergirls frozen in matchstick bodies, competitors in a deadly contest to see who can be the skinniest.  When Cassie succumbs to the demons within, Lia feels she is being haunted by her friend’s restless spirit.  288 pages.

Wish You Well by David Baldacci (Warner Books)

When tragedy strikes, Louisa Mae Cardinal and her younger brother must go with her invalid mother to live on their great-grandmother’s farm in the Virginia mountains.  Suddenly Lou finds herself coming of age in a new landscape, making her first true friend, and experiencing adventures tragic, comic, and audacious.  399 pages.

Graceling by Kristin Cashore (Harcourt)

Kasta’s hyper-developed talent, or Grace, makes her feared throughout the Seven Kingdoms, but a wicked cute, super-sensitive prince helps her harness it as they solve a mysterious kidnapping together.  472 pages.
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie (St. Martin’s Griffen)

Ten people are invited to a lonely mansion on Indian Island by a host who, surprisingly, fails to appear - ten people who have something to hide and something to fear. (If you prefer, you may instead choose to read Agatha Christie's Death on the Nile or Murder on the Orient Express.)  272 pages.

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins (Scholastic)

Katniss is drawn to her district’s other representative in the Hunger Games, a compulsory, government-sponsored reality-TV show from which only one of twenty-four teenage contestants will emerge alive.  374 pages.

If the Witness Lied by Caroline Cooney (Delacorte)

In this tense domestic thriller, three teen siblings learn that their guardian plans to sell them out to reality television and that their father’s death—allegedly an accident caused by their baby brother—might have been a murder.  213 pages.

Along for the Ride by Sarah Dessen (Viking)

Spending the summer with her father, terminally perky stepmother, and newborn half-sister, studious Auden expands her horizons.  382 pages.

Little Brother by Cory Doctorow (Tor)

Following a major terrorist attack on San Francisco, Marcus (unjustly apprehended by Homeland Security in the aftermath) applies his formidable technological savvy to thwarting efforts to restrict personal liberty after he is released from detainment and interrogation.  365 pages.

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer (Antheneum)

In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of

El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and

the United States.  400 pages.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman (Harper Collins)

A family is stabbed to death by "a man named Jack,” and the sole survivor of the attack-- an 18-month-old baby--escapes his crib and his house, and toddles to a nearby graveyard.

Quickly recognizing that the baby is orphaned, the graveyard's ghostly residents adopt him, name him Nobody ("Bod"), and allow him to live in their tomb. Whenever the boy strays from his usual play among the headstones, he finds new dangers, learns his limitations and strengths, and acquires the skills he needs to survive within the confines of the graveyard and in wider world beyond.  320 pages.

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman by Ernest J. Gaines (Dial Press)

Fictional biography set in rural southern Louisiana. This is the story of Jane Pittman, who

was born a slave and witnessed 100 years of American history, including the Civil Rights

Movement of the 1960s.  272 pages.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark Haddon (Vintage)

Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically gifted, autistic 15-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor’s dog and

uncovers secret information about his mother.  226 pages.

Crank by Ellen Hopkins (McElderry)

Kristina Georgia Snow is the perfect daughter:  gifted high school junior, quiet, never any trouble.  But on a trip to visit her absentee father, Kristina disappears and Bree takes her place.  Bree is the exact opposite of Kristina—she’s fearless.  Through a boy, Bree meets the monster crank and what begins as a wild ride turns into a struggle for her mind, her soul—her life.  544 pages.

The Reformed Vampire Support Group by Catherine Jinks (Harcourt)

An ill-assorted, amusingly pathetic group of vampires committed to not “fanging” humans investigates the slaying of one of their number in this offbeat Australian novel.  360 pages.

Suite Scarlett by Maureen Johnson (Scholastic Point)

Drama queen Mrs. Amberson moves into Scarlett’s family’s occupancy-challenged Manhattan hotel and proceeds to hatch schemes to save the hotel and resolve Scarlett’s love life in this over-the-top comedy presented with wry New York aplomb.  353 pages.

How to Ditch Your Fairy by Justine Larbalestier (Bloomsbury)

Fourteen-year-old Charlotte, whose invisible fairy (everyone in her world has one) gives her good parking spots, attempts to swap her fairy out for a more useful one in this fresh take on the old adage “be careful what you wish for.”  307 pages.

The Carbon Diaries 2015 by Saci Lloyd (Holiday)

In this brilliantly conceived speculative drama, South London teen Laura chronicles in biting journal entries the first year of Britain’s new, stringent carbon rationing system—the small indignities extreme lifestyle changes, and growing civil unrest.  330 pages.

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers (Scholastic)

In a graphic story, 17-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem high school, enlists in

the Army in the summer of 1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty in

Vietnam.  336 pages.

Monster by Walter Dean Myers (Amistad)

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, 16-year-old Steve Harmon records his

experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come

to terms with the course his life has taken.  281 pages.

The Knife of Never Letting Go:  Chaos Walking, Book One by Patrick Ness (Candlewick)

On a planet where a “Noise” germ makes all thoughts audible, Todd escapes the regimented, brutal all-male village of Prentisstown and, pursued by its leaders, joins forces with a mysterious girl whose thoughts are inexplicably silent.  Sequel(s) to come.  479 pages.

The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman (Random House)

Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other

kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North.

(You may instead read the sequel: The Subtle Knife or the 3rd book in His Dark

Materials trilogy: The Amber Spyglass.)

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli (Scholastic)

An unusual, fresh view of the Holocaust as seen through the eyes of a child who struggles to understand the world around him. In Warsaw in 1939, a boy wanders the streets and survives by stealing what food he can. He knows nothing of his background: Is he a Jew? A Gypsy? Was he ever called something other than Stopthief? Befriended by a band of orphaned Jewish boys, he understands very little of what is happening when the Nazi "jackboots" march into town.  208 pages.

Marcelo in the Real World by Francisco X. Stork (Levine/Scholastic)

Seventeen-year-old Marcelo, who is on the high-functioning end of the autism spectrum, finds his coping and social skills, moral compass, and loyalty tested by a summer job in the mailroom at his father’s law firm.  316 pages.

Heroes of the Valley by Jonathan Stroud (Hyperion)

Aspiring hero Hali seeks to avenge a murdered uncle; his actions, clever and well meaning though they are, have unintended consequences, causing commotion and propelling the plot.  483 pages.

Impossible by Nancy Werlin (Dial)

A generations-old family curse renders seventeen-year-old Lucy pregnant and destined for insanity upon her daughter’s birth unless she completes the three seemingly impossible tasks outlined in the folk song “Scarborough Fair.”  373 pages.

The Uninvited by Tim Wynne-Jones (Candlewick)

After Mimi flees to her father’s cabin and meets her previously unheard-of half-brother, the two discover a disturbing problem:  someone has been watching the house and repeatedly breaking in.  368 pages.

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang (First Second)

Jin Wang moves into a new neighborhood with his family only to discover that he’s the only Chinese-American student at his new school.  This action-packed modern fable is an amazing ride, all the way up to the astonishing climax.  240 pages.

I am the Messenger by Markus Zusak (Knopf)

Ed is a 19-year-old loser only marginally connected to the world; he's the son that not even his mother loves. But his life begins to change after he acts heroically during a robbery. Perhaps it's the notoriety he receives that leads to his receiving playing cards in the mail. Ed instinctively understands that the scrawled words on the aces are clues to be followed, which lead him to people he will help (including some he'll have to hurt first). But as much as he changes those who come into his life, he changes himself more. Two particular elements will keep readers enthralled: the panoply of characters that stream in and out of the story, and the mystery of the person sending Ed on the life-altering missions.  368 pages.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (Knopf)

Set during WWII in Germany, this is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside Munich.  Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist—books.  She shares these books with her neighbors as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau.  576 pages.

Nonfiction

It’s Not about the Bike: My Journey Back to Life by Lance Armstrong (Berkley Trade)

Armstrong, a four-time Tour de France champion and cancer survivor, covers his early

life, his rise through the sport world and his medical difficulties in this riveting memoir.  304 pages.

Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals and Anne Greenberg (Simon Pulse)

Follows the courageous story of Melba Pattilo, one of the nine brave African-American teens who was chosen to integrate Little Rock's Central High School after the 1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown v. Board of Education.  240 pages.

The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank, Otto Frank (Cardinal)

Autobiography of Anne Frank who, with her family, fled the horrors of Nazi occupation

and hid in the back of an Amsterdam warehouse for two years. She was 13 when she went into the Secret Annex with her family. 258 pages.

A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking (Bantam)

Stephen Hawking, one of the most brilliant theoretical physicists in history, wrote the modern classic A Brief History of Time to help nonscientists understand the questions being asked by scientists today: Where did the universe come from? How and why did it begin? Will it come to an end, and if so, how? Hawking attempts to reveal these questions (and where we're looking for answers) using a minimum of technical jargon. Among the topics gracefully covered are gravity, black holes, the Big Bang, the nature of time, and physicists' search for a grand unifying theory. This is deep science; these concepts are so vast (or so tiny) as to cause vertigo while reading, and one can't help but marvel at Hawking's ability to synthesize this difficult subject for people not used to thinking about things like alternate dimensions. The journey is certainly worth taking, for, as Hawking says, the reward of understanding the universe may be a glimpse of "the mind of God."  224 pages.
Rocket Boys (a.k.a. October Sky) by Homer Hickham (Delta)

Inspired by Werner von Braun and his Cape Canaveral team, 14-year-old Homer Hickam decided in 1957 to build his own rockets. They were his ticket out of Coalwood, West Virginia, a mining town that everyone knew was dying--everyone except Sonny's father, the mine superintendent and a company man so dedicated that his family rarely saw him. Hickam's mother wanted her son to become something more than a miner and, along with a female science teacher, encouraged the efforts of his grandiosely named Big Creek Missile Agency. He grew up to be a NASA engineer and his memoir tells the story of the bumpy ride toward a gold medal at the National Science Fair in 1960.  368 pages.

Hoop Dreams by Ben Joravsky (It Books)

A study of the struggles of Arthur Agee and William Gates to win college scholarships

and positions on professional teams follows the stories of their families, relationships,

and personal aspirations.  320 pages.

Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer (Anchor)

The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest during its deadliest season

and examines what it is about the mountain that makes people willingly subject

themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense.  432 pages.

The Way We Work:  Getting to Know the Amazing Human Body by David Macaulay with Richard Walker, illustrated by David Macaulay (Lorraine/Houghton)

Macaulay turns his prodigious curiosity and formidable talents to anatomy and physiology, introducing basic concepts of cellular biology and chemistry before taking the readers on a guided tour of the body’s systems.  336 pages.

Falling Leaves:  The Memoir of an Unwanted Chinese Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah (Broadway)

By the author of Chinese Cinderella, a memoir of growing up in mainland China after the

1949 revolution.  278 pages.

Almost Astronauts:  13 Women Who Dared to Dream by Tanya Lee Stone (Candlewick)

The story of the ultimately unsuccessful effort to get women into NASA’s Mercury astronaut training program is meticulously researched and thrillingly told by Stone using first- and second-hand sources, including interviews with many of the women and outstanding historical photographs.  134 pages.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Still haven’t found a title that looks interesting?  Teen book review web sites are another good source for finding books.  Some of the better ones are listed here:

FlamingNet


            


Teen Reads

     http://flamingnet.com/index.cfm
 
     
     http://www.teenreads.com/

Genrefluent





Teen Ink
     http://www.genrefluent.com/ 


     http://www.teenink.com/Books/

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)

http://www.voya.com/WhatsInVoya/reviews.shtml









