IM (instant messenger), MySpace, Facebook, Livejournal, Xanga etc. and Internet Safety for Our Children in Cyberspace
The above popular sites of today allow teenagers to communicate by means of internet journals, internet email and web forums. Many students view online communication as harmless and are unaware of the pitfalls of such open forums. They create the equivalent of online diaries and photos accessible to anyone with an internet connection, including predators. Here at school we have Acceptable Use Policies and the ability to block such sites.  
The letter from Mr. Tucker in the February 3rd newsletter touched on how our school is addressing Internet Safety in such places and curricula as the computer classes, ACTs classes, media center, health and guidance connections. Cyber bullying is on the rise and catching the attention of the local police departments and District Attorney’s offices. Many schools are using either http://www.isafe.org or http://www.netsmartz.org  to enhance their curriculum. You can log onto these sites and explore the parent section for more helpful hints.
Instant Messenger is still very popular. Do you know what these mean? CTN, BRB, P911, DIKU, PAL, 9? (can’t talk now, be right back, parents in room, do I know you, parents are listening, someone is looking over my shoulder)

I decided I would log onto www.myspace.com and set up a ficticious account to see what I could come up with. I did an Acton-Boxborough search where my daughter goes to school and was amazed at the amount of information, profiles and pictures I found on her classmates. You might want to try this also as a great opening for discussion with your son or daughter at home.
I am updating the list of links on our website and including them below to further promote and help with Internet Safety for you and your child.

1. http://www.netsmartz.org a great resource for parents, staff and students from Kindergarten on up

2. www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide.htm - FBI Publication - A Parent’s Guide to Internet Safety 
3. http://www.netparents.org/ – Internet Safety tips – Top 5 from Software4Parents.com 
4. http://www.safekids.com/ Safekids.com home page with guidelines for parents.
5. www.nypl.org/branch/safety/html - A safety net for the Internet
6. www.wiredkids.org/safety/im - Instant Messenger Safety for kids and teens.
7. www.wiredteens.org/parentsim.html - Instant Messenger Safety for parents.
8. www.youthonline.ca/safety - Play it safe online and off. 

9. http://www.worcesterda.com/genassit/intnet_safety.html Worcester county DA internet safety tips
10. http://www.worcesterda.com/daunits/intnet_cyber_crime.html  Cyber crime and DA unit

11. http://www.familywatchdog.us family watch dog site
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