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Winter Break 

December 24—January 1 
 

January 9 
• Bolton Schools Donation 

Committee Mtg  7:00pm 
• School Council Mtg 6:30pm 
 
January 10 
• FSS Geography Bee  

Auditorium 6-9:00 PM 
 
 
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Technology 3 

Physical Education 4 

“Spirit Wear” 5 

January ‘08 Lunch Menu 6 

  

  

  

Kenneth R. Tucker 
Principal 

978-779-2821 

Joel H. Bates, Jr. 
Assistant Principal 

978-779-2821 

Janet Milliken 
Assistant Principal 

978-779-0068 

Margaret Babcock 
Dee Bus Co. Liaison 

978-365-1986 

D E C E M B E R  2 1 ,  2 0 0 7  

F L O R E N C E  S A W Y E R  
S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  

Winter Vacation:  Happy Holidays to all of our Family 
and Friends!  Enjoy your time off, relax, and return 
renewed and refreshed on January 2! 
 
Our winter break begins after school on Friday, 
December 21st.  School will be closed until Tuesday, 
January 2nd, 2007 for students!  The school offices 
and buildings will be open all weekdays other than the holidays on Dec. 25th and Jan. 1st.  
Please contact the office for scheduled hours during the break  if you need to come in.   Enjoy 
the break!   
 
No School or Delayed Opening Announcements: 
This is a reminder of the process for days when the Superintendent declares no school or a 
delayed opening due to inclement weather.  The official process is listed in the handbook, on 
page 8, as follows:  “Starting at 6 AM, announcements will be made on Channel 4 (WBZ), 
Channel 5 (WCVB), Channel 7 9WHDH), and FOX; and on radio WBZ (1030 AM) or WRKO (680 
AM).  Look for NASHOBA REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT.  IF POSSIBLE, the appropriate 
announcement will be posted on the school web site.”   
 
In the case of delayed opening, such as a two hour delay (like  Monday, Dec. 10th), please 
remember that this means buses will pick students up two hours later than usual.  This means 
that student drop-off time is also delayed by two hours.   There is no supervision available for 
any child dropped off before school begins.  Dismissal on delayed opening days remains the 
same [3:05pm]. 
 
Please check the above sources of information in the event of inclement weather!  We do not 
plan to send a CONNECT-ED message for no school or delayed openings. 
 
FY09 BUDGET PROCESS: 
Staff members have finished preparing their budget requests for FY09 (2008-09), the 
Florence Sawyer School Council has seen the preliminary FSS figures and supported the 
Principal’s recommendations that go forward to the Superintendent and Assistant 
Superintendent, then to the District School Committee. 
Administrators have had meetings to frame the various parts of the budget.   
 
The process for budget adoption is briefly outlined below with some of the deadlines and dates 
that might be of interest to you:   
 
The FY09 Budget Process began with an overview at an October 31st meeting with all 
administrators.  Students’ needs are based on the following: 

 
District Goals 
School Improvement Goals 
Strategic Action Steps  
Task Force Recommendations 
Identified Student Performance Areas  
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In each case the need must be aligned to one of the above with new items/proposals needing additional 
information as necessary.  The priority of each item should be clearly articulated and supported.  Not all 
items are a “4” (top priority, must be done) in the context of the entire budget. 
 
We worked to identify, prepare and propose a budget that we project will best meet the needs of the PK-8 
population at Florence Sawyer School.  Guidelines for classroom size, clarifications on rationales for 
proposing new positions for Teacher Assistants or Teacher Aides, and reminders about procurement 
requirements were provided.   
 
To give you an idea of the scope of the preparation schedule, here are some key dates in the process: 
December 10 – 28: Individual Principals / Directors meet with Superintendent and      
    Assistant Superintendent to review proposed budgets 
December 12: Capital Planning Meeting / Technology Planning / Athletics 
December 19: Curriculum Planning/ Professional Development Planning 
January 2:  Administrative Meeting to Review Entire Budget (9:00 am to 12:00 p.m.) 
January 7 – 11:  Individual meetings to determine changes / review recommendations 
January 16: Administrative Meeting to Review Entire Budget (9:00 am to 12:00 p.m.) 
January 24: Superintendent’s Recommended Budget to School Committee  
January 26: Saturday Presentation of all cost centers/ School Committee Budget Workshop (A schedule will be developed with 
approximate times for presentations by each school and District Cost Center).  
 
(The following dates are School Committee Budget Workshops:  
February 7; February 14 ; February 15; February 28 (If needed). 
 
March 6: School Committee Budget Adoption 
 
All workshops and school committee meetings for the budget process will be held in the high school media center.  (These 
meeting dates are subject to change based upon committee availability.) 
 
 
Planning Ahead/ MCAS Calendar: 
There are two Spring MCAS testing periods for grades 3-8.  Not every day will be used for testing at each grade level.  The last few 
days are set aside for any make-up testing that needs to be done. 
 
March- April 2008 MCAS Testing Period: 
March 30- First day of testing for:  Grades 3, 5, 6, and 8- Reading Comprehension. 
March 31- Required Testing Date for ELA Composition, Grades 4 and 7.   
April 1- First day of testing for: Grades 4 and 7 Reading Comprehension. 
March 30-April 10- Full Testing Period for Grades 3-8 Reading, including make-up sessions.  (A specific schedule of dates for each 

grade level will be announced at a later date.) 
  
May-June 2008 MCAS Testing Period: 
May 11- Beginning of testing period for Grades 3-8 in Math; Science-Technology, and Engineering; Social Science. 
May 11-27- Testing Period for all tests in Grades 3-8 in Math; Science-Technology, and Engineering; Social Science. 

P R I N C I P A L  M E S S A G E  c o n t i n u e d  
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T E C H N O L O G Y  
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