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Founding of the colony 

• New York was founded in 
1664. At the time it was 
called New Amsterdam. 
New York was claimed by 
King Charles II and given to                         
the    king’s brother. 

 

• Peter Minuit founded New 
York. It was bought by the 
natives for $24. When the 
British took over the named 
it after the Duke of York 
who was the king’s Brother.  

 

• The settlers who founded 
New York cam from the 
Netherlands and was called 
New  Netherlands.  
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Employee Detail 

♣ In New York one of the 
many tribes was called 
the Mohawk Indians. 
Also the Manhattan 
Indians had settled 
there. They were here 
before the Dutch. 

♣ The white men bought 
what was called 
Manhattan from the 
Indians which was a fair 
buy. Also a place called 
Fort Stanwix was put up 
to protect Indians from 
further English 
settlements. 

♣ Unlike the Mohawks 
there were also Iroquois 
native Americans too.  
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Home/ Life 

• Some of the recreational activities 
in early New York included 
hunting and nine pins. Nine pins is 
the first form of bowling. 

 
• Some of the available jobs in early 

New York included a smith which 
is someone who works with metals. 
Another job is a baxter. A baxter 
was someone who baked bread. 
Some other jobs included a boyer 
which was someone who makes 
bows. A fletcher would make 
arrows. A taylor would sew clothes 
and a cutler would make knives. 

 
• In early New York the schooling 

and education were very religious. 
Girls rarely went to school unless 
they were Quakers. Most of the 
schools were private schools. 
When kids were at school they 
used horn books. Horn books 
would have the alphabet and the 
Our Father prayer on them. It was 
made of wodd and not really a 
book. 
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